





we should feel for those around us
and especially towards Hashem
Everything we have is because He
has given it to us to help us. He has
hand-picked it for us for a reason. It
would do us well to internalize that,
to give a loving pat to that old thing
we used to love using.

In my own experience, I see my
message slowly getting through, as
just last week I offered one of my
daughters a new mattress to replace
what I noticed was now a rock-hard
one. She demurred, telling me she
only wants a new one if we can do
something meaningful with the old
one, given that she enjoyed so many
good nights of sleep on it.

My new computer is sleek but
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unfamiliar. As [ sit here writing this
(my first article typed onto itl), there
is a noticeable difference to the click
of the keys, the look of the screen,
the interface that I haven’t mastered

yet. I have a deep sense that I will
eventually come to appreciate it as I
will undoubtedly spend countless
hours in its company, but right now
I can’t help but long for my forlorn
cracked-screen friend, sitting in the
corner unplugged and powered
down.

Does all this warrant a diagnosis
of “creature of habit” or “hakaras
hatov practitioner”? Life is all how
you frame things, and a voice in my
head whispers that while the former
might be a spice, the latter is the
main ingredient of this dish... After
all, as a Jew, hakaras hatov is part of
our very nature, or in other words,
one of our strongest tools of the
trade. @
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